What is a Therapy Pet?
Therapy pets are different from service
animals and emotional support animals.
THERAPY PETS
A Therapy Animal is a pet that is trained
with its owner, as a team, to provide
comfort and stress relief to others in a
variety of situations.
SERVICE ANIMALS
A Service Animal is a dog that is
individually trained to do work or perform
tasks for a person with a disability.
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMALS
Emotional Support Animals do not require
special training and their primary role is to
provide emotional comfort, companionship
and affection to their owner.

Get Involved
Do you have a pet you enjoy
sharing with other people?
Therapy pets don’t need to be a specific
breed or size. We welcome any wellbehaved and healthy dog, cat, or rabbit
that is at least one year of age and has a
friendly temperament.
To learn more about becoming certified as
a Love on a Leash® Pet Therapy Team
please visit our website or contact us.
Love on a Leash
P.O. Box 4548
Oceanside, CA
92052-4548
Phone: (760) 740-2326
Email: info@loveonaleash.org
Web: www.loveonaleash.org

Sharing Furry Comfort
Happiness and Healing

A Therapy Pet’s Job

About Love on a Leash

®

A therapy pet’s primary job is to
brighten someone’s day. Therapy
pets and their handlers visit a variety
of facilities including nursing homes,
hospitals, senior centers, libraries, and
schools, where they provide emotional
support and comfort.

Love on a Leash® is committed to bringing
comfort, happiness, and healing to more
people nationwide by increasing public
awareness of pet-provided therapy.
Our volunteer organization provides
an accessible certification process that
allows qualified therapy teams to provide
effective pet-provided therapy services in
their community.
Our Vision is to be recognized as a wellrespected and welcoming pet-provided
therapy organization.
Our desire is to be instrumental in creating
a world where pet-provided therapy is
widely understood and accepted as
a helpful and healing therapy, and is
accessible to all who can benefit.

A therapy pet’s purpose is to make
people feel better, put a smile on
someone’s face, make their day a little
bit brighter, or bring back a
cherished memory.

How we BeGan

It’s heartwarming work that truly makes
a difference in the lives of everyone
involved.

Love on a Leash® began in San Diego
County in 1984. Founded by early
enthusiasts of pet-provided therapy, Love
on a Leash® was incorporated in 1995 as a
501(c)(3) charitable organization.

To inquire about having Love on a
Leash® Therapy Pets visit your facility,
please contact us.

Still headquartered in San Diego County,
Love on a Leash® is comprised of both
individual members and those who are
part of local chapters. There are thousands
of members nationwide, with Love on a
Leash® Chapters across the United States.
To locate a chapter near you, visit
www.loveonaleash.org.
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